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member for Prussia as did Billow. This is revealed in a
confidential letter of May 3oth, 1853, in which Bismarck
gives an account of his Frankfurt colleagues to the Minister,
ManteuffeL
He writes: " Hcrr von Billow, the representative of
Denmark, is one of the best brains of the Assembly, and I
regret that the status of the country he represents does not
permit him to take a more conspicuous part in current
business. The political attitude of Austria is, of course,
more in accord with the wishes of the Copenhagen Cabinet
than ours; in all non-Danish questions Herr von Billow
observes a neutral reserve; indeed most of the points of
contention betwen Prussia and Austria are of such a nature
and date from such a time that Denmark on principle avoids
participation in them, and Herr von Billow's abstentions
from voting usually mean that apart from a stereotyped
desire to uphold the rights of his sovereign he has received
no instructions. The negotiations both in the Diet and in
the Augustenburg affair have given me the opportunity to
recognise Hcrr von Billow as an able and perceptive man of
affairs who in both official and private intercourse is dis-
tinguished by moderation and courtesy/*
Other colleagues arc dealt with less gently ; for example,.
Bernhard from Wilrtemburg, whom Bismarck calls " super-
ficial and muddle-headed," or Hcrr von Trott of the
Electorate who " preferred sport to work/' or Munch-
Bellinghausen of Hesse whose antagonism to Prussia was
sharpened by his whole-hearted enthusiasm for the Roman
Catholic Church, or Herr von Nostitfc of Saxony who placed
personal interests above political.
In Poschinger's Dokumenten der KSniglich Preussisehen Run-
destagsgesandtschaft we read of Bismarck's conversation on the
Danish question in July, 1857, with Prince Gorchakov and
Herr von Billow. Bismarck saw no possibility of Germans
and Danes living together within the Danish monarchy unless
the whole Constitution and with it the reign of democracy
were to collapse. He writes: " Herr von Billow gave this
as his private opinion, and perhaps also that of some of the
Danish Ministers, but considered that the Government must
be allowed time to mature a programme of that nature and
evolve a Conservative Government* * * * The most remarkable